
Regional	
Policy	

 Research and 
 Innovation 

  
 
 

 
PRACTICAL INSIGHTS ON SYNERGIES 

between Horizon 2020 and European Structural 
& Investment Funds 

Puglia Region– 11/07/2016 

1 

  
Annamaria Zonno 

Policy Officer 
Directorate-General Research & Innovation 



Regional	
Policy	

2 

La conoscenza può solo 
essere scambiata solo 
su base volontaria 

..gli scambi avvengono 
quando abbiamo un 
reale bisogno 

Sappiamo più di quanto riusciamo a 
dire..e diremo sempre di più di 
quanto riusciremo a scrivere 
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Synergies	–	what	does	it	mean?	

•  synergies	should	involve	meaningful	interac6ons	
between	the	investment	strategies	and	interven4ons	
of	Horizon	2020	and	the	ESI	Funds	

•  The	aim	is	to	have	significant	impacts	on	the	economy	
by	combining	the	innova6on	investments	under	the	
smart	specialisa6on	priori6es	with	world-class	research	
and	innova6on	ini6a6ves	supported	by	Horizon	2020	
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XXXXXXXXXXXXX   TOPIC   XXXXXXXXXXX 
Xx  Legal name xx 
Xx Legal address xx  

FEATURES OF THE 
CERTIFICATE 

 
The SEAL OF EXCELLENCE: 

q Awarded to ALL qualifying 
SME instrument 
PROPOSALS  

q Downloadable only by the 
SME/s from 'My area' in 
Participants Portal 

q  Informs  

q Builds reputation 

q  Explains 

q  Shows Political 
committment 

q  Fraud-proof 

q Accompanying letter 
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Some	links	and	
documents	

Ø  SYNERGIES	&	SEAL	OF	EXCELLENCE:	hIp://ec.europa.eu/research/regions/	

Ø  RIS3	PlaNorm:	
hIp://ipts.jrc.ec.europa.eu/ac4vi4es/research-and-innova4on/
s3plaNorm.cfm	

Ø  Guide	for	authori4es	on	synergies	between	ESIF	and	Horizon2020	and	other	
EU	programmes:	

•  hIp://ec.europa.eu/research/par4cipants/portal/desktop/en/
opportuni4es/other/index.html	

Ø  Horizon	2020:	hIp://ec.europa.eu/research/horizon2020/index_en.cfm	

Ø  Horizon	2020	Par4cipant	Portal	(Calls):	
hIp://ec.europa.eu/research/par4cipants/portal/desktop/en/home.html	
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The SME INSTRUMENT AND THE SEAL: 
Who  - When 

EU Grant of  
€ 50,000  
(lump sum) 

EU Grant of  
€ 500,000 to 2.5 
million (indicative 
amount)  

•  No grant, but…  
•  Training upport 
•  Market and Investment 

Readiness support 
•  Promotion / networking with 

financiers & clients 
•  … and more indirect support! 

Source: 
RTD B3 
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THE SEAL OF EXCELLENCE 
Key Features 

Funding threshold due to H2020 
budget availability 

Quality threshold: 
 

Meriting 
funding 

Rejected: not 
ready for funding 

Funded 

Excellent proposals receive  
the SEAL OF EXCELLENCE 

certificate 
 
 
 

Certificate by the Commission 
 awarded to  

 
 
 

Pilot using the SME Instrument 
 

ü  Close to intervention logic of ESIF 
authorities: 

ü  Single company 
ü  Small scale R&I actions 
ü  Close to market 

Regions/MS taking-up 'seal of 
excellence' proposals: 

ü  Benefit from pre-screening by H2020 
ü  Make the most of a unique, high quality 
evaluation process 
ü  Better use the resources 
ü  Invest on high local impact proposals 

Horizon 2020 evaluation: 
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					Thank	you	for	your	
aIen4on!	
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